riday nights at the Gables in

‘Beach Haven just got a [ittle
- jazzier, thanks to the addition -
oflive saxophomst Jacob Smith of -
"Egg Hal‘bOL Township, whose
“smooth; recognizable melodxes
“don’t” mst greet. v151t01s but seenl-;
,‘,mgly W1ap them in'a warn and wel-
coming muswa! embrace. ‘ ,
To any dmmg atmosphcte hve
music adds, in Smith’s opinion,
somethmg you can’t really put
“your finget on ot put a’price on. ...
When you walk into'a place, it Just
gives you a certain feeling 2 To the -
credit of the Gables’ new owners,
- Loveladies homeowners Sondra-and
Steve Beninati, he added, restaura-
“teurs savvy enough to h1rc musi-
cians typically exther are musicians
, themselvcs or sunply undelstand
- the valie of puttmg live entertain- -
‘mentonthe: ment, Othe}s Just don
. get it. .
Asis, outside and n, the Gables
(open Thmsdav tlnough Sunddy\
from now through the end of Aptil,
‘when the summiertime daily sched- -
tile resumes) is a feast for the
_senses. In cach of the three. umquely
'cozy dining rooms; the warm glow
of candlelight plays off richly col-
ored walls; eye- Cdtchmg and or-:
nately framed artwork and mirtors;
plush furmshmws and gilded fix-:
{iires; unimposing: arrangements of
fresh cut flowers and finery accent

Jack Rewmk/s‘ '

- continued in the Army; he attended.
“a fri~service school of music, where
: he studied and pmctlccd in the com-
pany of A1my, Navy and Maune
Cotps musicians.-
It funny, Smith muscd how a
" musician is drawn fo a cer tam nstru-
-ment or type of music front an early
-age and how things have a way of
ﬁgurmg themiselves out. Had Smith
ot been born a plocmsunator he
' nught lave been a frumpet player.
Tn fourih grade, when his slementary
school first offered the chance fo
“playan mstlumcnt Tie wanted t6 play
“the tr umpct but failed fo get his pet
mission slip sipned and returned:in
time and; by the time fifth grade
~rolled around, he. chose the sax in=
‘stead.
~Now, whlle he ac mits “there’s
o ;nothmg like playmg_“'ltlidther -
 sicians,” he prefers to work in
. classier places as a solo act (his busi:
- ness cards announce him as OMB,
“for “one man band”) rathet: than to
“play in bars with a band: the nights
“ate earlier and the hieadaches fewer;
e sald with 4 laugh that suggested
knowing from ‘personal experience.
:Still he enjoys taking pmtm the oc- |-
* Casional friendly jam session. .
. For his professional gigs, Smith :
‘said he never consults a prepared set

IN vy HE A[ OOD Jucob Smnfh umquely tmlors hts setliststo
smt a )estaumnt ) afmosphei ¢ ai d ud

ner Cr 0wd s reactzons. :

list. Though his strength is in the
: ‘g’ehre some would call “smooth
jazz? - really just popuLu rhythm

each (able; and aromas of freshly pre--
,7 pared gourmet foods mmglc with the
soft sounds of conversational muummngs
- Slmth s objective, he said, is fo enhanc

inl crfeung, which 1s  why it doesn’t botherhim

background tracks piped through his laptop
compufer = in a cornet of:the front entryway,
all but tucked behind the 1932 Stemway player
plano that dommdtes the space. Dinner guest%

_see Smith mnnedlatdy upor entering but can -

not necessauly watch hin from their tables.

. “My job 1s just to add to the afimosphere;
I'm not the star? said the humble father of five:
and retired 20-vear membm of: thc U S A1my
Field Band, -

| ~ He does though have a.way 01" makmg a
star-worthy impression, judging by tlie reactions

_of several &uests who niade a point of thank-

Cing and ‘complithenting him on their way out.

“The more intimate the place, the more that
p

Vhappens ” he said). He had had a slmlln cﬂect
- on Sondra Beninati, -

P ul]llﬂl a fulltime plofeqsmnal muslcmn Ins :

‘e‘<lstmg amblcnce \vnhout over powermg itor

one bit to set up and: play ~ accompanied by *

qt'mdmo gxgs o othcr mghts ol tho wcek in

Malgqte and Mays Landing, but he is a Iel’lllVC
newcomer to the Southern Ocezm County ared
Who began playitig at the Tuckelton Beach Grille

- this summer and decided to pmsue other venues;
-in'the off-season. He paid a visit (o the Gables

one early fall day to introduce. himself, and re-

~turned for a second visit to seal the deal with a:
“live auditiof. No sooner did Bentnati he(n him
[ play, she said, than she bookcd him as a chuhu

Friday night dttm(,tlon, and he stdl tcd thelc in
October.

! ‘Smith fust [euncd to play the saxophonc,
whetl he was in {ifth grade and took private les-
J-sons from an accomplished. gmduate of the
Berklee School of Music. It seems his future was
foreshadowed, whxle on a high school band field
teip, the first time he heard an Air I orce band’s
~rendition of “Play That nmky Music
5o unpressecl hé later- decided after talking (o

” He was

milifary recruiters to join the Army ‘so he could

audition for the Field Band. His music education

;

‘and blues of the *70s, he noted — his
Lepeltone includes swing music of

; thc 19305 and 740s, contemporary, soft rock and
evctythmg in between. Every night brings a difs

ferent crowd, and he tailors his music election
'1ccoxdmgly, doing his best to: gauge llstenms

. pmfelcnces by their 4 '1gcﬁ dnd by the 1cachonb

he observes. | :
“This past wee {end the mood was uoht f01
a litile John Denvet (what woman never wished

<“Annie’s Song’ had been written for her?),
- some Elton Johm, the Beatles, Carly Stmon, The

Marnas and the Papas Tom Bla‘don md Chris-

“tophier Cross.

thn all the 11ght clements combmc —al
premiuim cut of meat or fish from the a fa. carte
menu; expertly seasoned and served with: fresh
vegetables and uttérly lovable potatoes; well
paited with a botile of lacally grown and pro-

~duced wine; the right lighting and lempemtute, :
good company and’ conversation; great bitsic | -

~a Friday night at the Gables "\dds up to sure-
fire sensml satxbfcxctlon i

. - —Vlctmn Ford

' wcfomaford@//zesandpapernef
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