
F
riday nights at the Gables i n
Beach haven just gilt a littl e
jazzier, thanks to the additio n

otlive saxophonist Jacob Smith o r
lsgg Harbor Township, whos e
smooth, recognizable melodies
don't just greet visitors but seem-
ingly wrap them in a warm and wel-
coming musical embrace .

To any dining atmosphere live
music adds, in Smith's opinion ,
"something you can't really pu t
Your ringer on or put a price on . . . .
*Vhcn you walk into a place, it jus t
gives you a certain tooling °' To the
credit of the Gables ' new owners ,
Loveladies homeowners Sondra an d
Steve Beninati, he added, restaura-
teurs savvy enough to hire musi-
cians typically either are musician s
themselves or simply understan d
the value or putting live entertain-
ment on the menu . Others just don' t
get it .

As is, outside and in, the Gable s
(open Thursday through Sunda y
from now throug h the end ot'April ,
when the summertime daily sched-
ule resumes) is a roast for th e
senses . In cacti of the three uniquely
cozy dining rooms, the warm glow
it' candleli g ht plays off richly col-
ored walls, eye-catching and or-
nately framed artwork and mirrors ,
plush furnishings and gilded Fix-
tures ; unimposing arrangements o r
ash cut flowers and Finery accen t

each table: and aromas ottreshly pre -
pared gourmet tbocIs mi n gle with th e
soil sounds oFcomrrsational murmurings .

Smith's: ob, five, he said . is to enhanc e
existing ambience without overpowering it o r
interForing, which is why it doesn't bother hi m
one bit to set up and play accompanied by
background tracks piped through his lapto p
computer — in a corner of the Front entryway ,
all but lucked behind the 1932 Steinway playe r
piano that dominates the space . Dinner guest s
see Smith immediately upon entering but can-
not necessarily watch him from their tables .

"My joh is just Io add to the atmosphere ;
I'na not the star," said the humble lather or Five
and retired 20-]year member of the U.S. Arm y
Field Band .

I lc does, though, have a way of making u
star-worthy impression, judging by the reaction s
or several guests who made a point or Ihank-
ing and complimenting him on their way out .
("The more intimate the place, the more tha t
happens," he said) . Ile had had a similar orien t
on Sondra Reninati ,

Smith, a runtime protbssional musician, has

standing gigs on other nights or the week i n
Margate and Mays Landing, but he is a relativ e
newcomer to Mc Southern Ocean County are a
who began playing at the Tuckerton Beach Grill e
this summer and decided to pursue other venue s
w the olt-season . He paid a visit to the Gable s
one early fall day to introduce himself, and 'c-
turned for a second visit to seal the deal with a
live audition . No sooner did 13cninatf hear hi m
play. she said, than she hooked him as it regula r
Friday night attraction, and he sicn r ted there i n
October .

Snuth first learned to play the saxophon e
when he was in Fifth grade and look private les-
sons From an accomplished graduate or llt e
13erklcc School of Music . It, seems his future wa s
Ibreshadowed, while. on a high school band fiel d
trip, the First limo he heard an Air Force band' s
rendition or " Play That Funky Music ." l lc wa s
so impressed, he later decided after talking t o
military recruiters to join the Army so he coul d
audition For the Field Band . 11is music education

continued in the Army ; he attended-
a Di-service school ofmu.sic where
he studied and practiced in the com-
pany or Army, Navy and marin e
Corps musicians .

It's funny, Smith mused, how a
musician is drawn to a certain instru -
nlent or type of music from an earl y
age add how things have a way o r
figuring dacrosctves out . I lad Smit h
not been horn a procrastinator, h e
nnght have been a trumpet player .
hi fourth grade, when his elementary
school first offered the chance to
play an instrument, he Wanted to play
the trumpet but railed to get his per -
mission slip signed and returned i n
time and, by the time Fl yds grad e
rolled around, he chose the sax in-
stead .

Now, while he admits "there's
nothing like playing with othernmu-
sicians," he prefers to work i n
classier places as a solo act (his busi -
ness cards announce him as O1\1_13 _
for "one man band") rather than t o
play in bars with a band ; the night s
are earlier and the headaches lower ,
he said with a laugh that su gg este d
knowing from personal experience .
Still the enjoys taking pail in the oc -
casional friendly jam session .

For his professional gigs, Smit h
said he never consults a prepared se t
list . Though his strength is in th e
g enre some would call "smoot h

jazz" — really just popular rhyth m
and blues ol'Ihe'70s,he noted- hi s
repertoire includes swim music o f

the 1930s and ' PIts, contemporary so i rock an d
everything in hetween . [very night brings a sliP-
teron( crowd, and he tailors his music selectio n
accordingly, doing his best to gauge listeners '
preferences by their ages and by the reaction s
he observes .

This past weekend, the mood was i itrhl fu r
a little .john 0enverWhatwoman never wishe d
"Annie's Song- had Neon written C roher?) .
some I lton .john, the Beatles, Carly Simon,'Th e
Mamas and the Papas, :(imi Braxton and Chris-
lophcr Cross .

\\'hien all Mc right elements combine - a
premium cut amen( or Fish from the is la cart e
menu, expertly seasoned ;end served with Fres h
vegetables and utterly lovable potatoes, wel l
paired with a bottle or locally grown and pro-
duced wine : the right lighting and temperature ;
good company and conversatbon ; groat musi c
—a Friday night at !tic Gables adds up to sure-
tire sensual salisraolion .
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IN TIIE MOOD : Jacob Smith uniquely tailors his set lists to
suit a restaurants atrno .splrere curd a dinner crowd 15 reactions.
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